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ORCHESTRA SCHEDULE 

RHHS Orchestra Director: Ronald L. Planks – rlplanks@prosper-isd.net 

Class Schedule:  RHHS (A day) 
1st Period - Symphonic   
SOAR Time 
2nd Period - Chamber  
3rdPeriod - Lunch/Conference 
4th Period - Music Production  
 RHHS (B day) 
5th Period - Music Production 
SOAR Time  
6th Period - Symphonic   
7th Period - Lunch/Conference 
8th Period - Vertical Teaming 

 
Office: RHHS - 1302L 
Phone:  469.219.2300 ext. 81204 
Classroom:   RHHS - 1302(Orchestra)/1136(Production) 
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INTRODUCTION 
This handbook is provided to help you understand the rules and procedures under which 
this organization will operate. I hope that it will make your experience in orchestra as 
rewarding  as possible. Please read this entire handbook carefully and make sure that 
you understand it in its entirety. If you have any questions, feel free to ask me to explain 
the material. 
 
As a member of the Rock Hill Orchestra Program, you are part of one of the most 
outstanding high school music programs in America, as well as, one of the school’s most 
respected teams.  As with all other teams, the success of the RHHS Orchestra will 
depend on the loyalty, cooperation, and dedication of each and every member.  

The guidelines on the following pages are simple, sound, and easy to understand and 
follow.  They reflect years of experience and hours of careful thought and planning.  In 
following them, you are meeting an obligation that you owe to your community, school, 
and most importantly, to yourself. 

GENERAL ORCHESTRA OBJECTIVES 
Educational: 

Orchestra students will: 

● Learn to read, rehearse, and publicly perform appropriate musical literature for 
their level of ability and ensemble instrumentation. 

● develop proper playing technique and apply it during rehearsals and 
performances. 

● develop musicianship skills such as pitch accuracy, rhythmic accuracy, 
sight-reading, creative expression, music theory, music history, and more. 

● develop life skills such as teamwork, self-discipline, personal responsibility, focus, 
taking initiative, and much more. 

● learn professional performance etiquette as both a performer and an audience 
member. 

Cultural: 

● develop an appreciation of music through exposure to and performance of the 
best available symphonic and string orchestra music. 

Public Relations: 

● learn to represent the Prosper Independent School District in community, school 
and University Interscholastic League events. 

Recreational:  

● Being an orchestra member will provide participating members a creative use of 
their leisure time beyond the school day. 
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CLASSROOM GUIDELINES 
 

1. Students are expected to be in their assigned seat and ready two minutes after 
the bell: 

- Binder, book and pencil out on stand 
- Tuner attached to instrument 
- Instrument tuned and ready(bow rosined, shoulder rest on, rock stop 

out…) 
2. All non-orchestra related books/materials under the seat and instrument cases 

to the left of the chair.  (Only orchestra class related items should be on your 
stand.) 

3. Respect each other: 
- When speaking to each other students will use a respectful tone and 

language at all times. 
- Students will not touch or use property that does not belong to them. 
- This class is a “safe” place.  Students: please do not make any negative 

comments to other students or the teacher. 
4. When a substitute teacher (or any other campus teacher) is present students are 

expected to follow instructions, be respectful and help if asked. 
5. Respect school equipment and instruments. 
6. Food, gum, and drink are not permitted in the orchestra room  or any other room 

within the fine arts department.  This includes the auditorium as well. Water is 
permitted during class in a sealed container. 

7. In addition, all students will follow the rules and expectations set by the Rock Hill 
Fine Arts teachers and directors.   

 

ATTENDANCE 
1. Because orchestra is a performance-based class, it is required for students to 

attend all rehearsals, dress rehearsals, and concerts. (These are graded events.) 
2. Sectional attendance is required by all members unless the sectional time does 

not work for all members 
3. Students are required to attend entire rehearsals and concerts.  Students are not 

allowed to leave early unless cleared by the director prior to the 
rehearsal/performance.  If there is a conflict, parents please contact the director 
at least 2 weeks prior to the rehearsal or concert date. 

4. ABSENCE POLICY: 
Excused absences require approval by the director.  Parent notification must be 
received at least 2 weeks before the rehearsal or concert date being missed 
except in the case of illness or emergency. 

- During normal school hours, the written excuse from the office is required. 
- All absences require a written notice from a parent or an illness certified 

through a doctor in writing  
- Verbal or written notices from students will not be accepted. 
- A serious illness or death in the family is an excused absence. 

5. Attendance guidelines DO NOT apply to orchestra social events. 
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REHEARSALS & SECTIONALS 

1. Since Symphonic Orchestra meets during two separate class periods, 
afterschool and/or evening rehearsals will be required. 

2. These rehearsals will typically be on Monday afternoons from 4:30-6:00 PM 
3. Additional rehearsals may need to be added to the calendar.  This will be based 

on the preparedness of the students 
4. Sectionals will be added to the calendar as needed.  Sectional times will be 

decided by all members of that section. 

 

GRADING 
The grading system will follow the PISD approved percentage scale and the district rules 
in regard to late work and make-up work.   

Daily Grades (40%) 
A. Class Rehearsal Grade: 

1. Students will begin each week with 100 points for their class rehearsal 
grade.  Points will be deducted if rehearsal expectations are not met. 
Rehearsal expectations include: 

- Using proper rehearsal technique 
- Using proper playing technique 
- Marking music properly 
- Using proper maintenance technique for care of 

instrument/equipment 
B. Homework Grade: 

Students are given specific practice assignments each week.  Graded practice 
checks will be given weekly in class over part of the practice assignment. 
 

C. Playing Quizzes: 
Quizzes are a less formal version of a playing test.  Grades are determined by 
correct notes, intonation, rhythm, basic hand position, posture, proper bowing, 
dynamics, musicality, and tone. 
 
 
 

D. Written Quizzes: 
Written quizzes cover music theory, music terms (journal entries), and music 
history covered in class.  Quizzes are usually given as an example of an 
upcoming written test. 
 

 Major Grades (60%) 
A. Playing Tests: 

Grades are determined by correct notes, intonation, rhythm, basic hand position, 
posture, proper bowing, dynamics, musicality, and tone. 

- Most playing tests will be submitted via Google Classroom 
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- Some playing tests will be live in front of peers or one on one with the 
director. 

 
B. Written Tests: 

Written tests cover music theory, musical terms and music history covered in 
class.  Tests will be assigned at least 2 weeks prior to the testing date and 
students will receive a review in class a few days prior. 
 

C. Rehearsals, Dress Rehearsals, and Concerts: 
Because orchestra is a performance class, each student is required to attend all 
dress rehearsals and concerts for their group.  Students will be graded on: 

- Attendance - students with an approved/excused absence will have the 
opportunity to make up this grade with an alternative assignment for full 
credit.  Students with an unapproved/unexcused absence from a 
rehearsal, dress rehearsal, or concert may request an alternative 
assignment for 70% of full credit within 3 days of the unapproved absence 

- Proper concert and audience etiquette throughout the entire concert. 
- Prepared with instrument, music, pencil, and on time. 
- Students must be dressed properly for all concerts (students may wear 

regular school approved clothing for dress rehearsals) 
 

Music Pass-Off System 
1. The expectation is correct notes and rhythms while marking time and playing 

with the metronome. 

2. Pass-offs will be performed individually and grades are given on an individual 
basis. 

3. All students may re-test as many times as necessary to “pass-off”, with no 
penalty to their grade! However, in order to receive an “A”, the “pass-off” must be 
completed during the allotted time or the student can only try to “pass-off” the 
excerpt for the next highest possible grade.  A grade of a “B” or “C”. 

4. Points are not deducted for re-testing. 

5. This system allows the director to hear the students individually as well as provide 
individual feedback. 

6. Pass-offs require that each student be accountable for themselves. 

PERFORMANCE & TRAVEL 
In addition to local performances, the Rock Hill High School Orchestra may occasionally 
participate in a non-school related competition.  If approved, there will be one overnight 
trip taken every other year and all members of the orchestra are invited to travel and 
perform with the group.  
 
Requirements for these performances are: 

● Students must meet all local and state eligibility requirements to 
participate in travel or competitions. 
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● Students must be able to satisfactorily perform the materials assigned 
for performance. 

● Students must have attended scheduled rehearsals necessary for the 
preparation for the performance. 

● Students must fulfill their organization and trip financial obligations. 
 

ORCHESTRA BINDER/MUSIC 
1. All large ensemble orchestra music performed by the Rock Hill orchestra will be 

provided by the school district. 
2. All students are responsible for their own orchestra binder and the required 

materials inside. 
3. Each student will have his/her own binder for each class, rehearsal, concert, or 

contest. 
4. Students are required to use pencils to mark rehearsal symbols in music. 
5. After students have received a copy of music or handout, a limited number of 

copies will be available from the director. 
6. The orchestra binder will be checked for organization periodically during the 

school year. 
7. Students will be required to purchase an original version of music required for 

solo performances from an outside vendor. 
8. Ensemble music will be provided by the director 
9. Be responsible for marking your own music, do not assume your stand partner 

will do it 

 

EQUIPMENT & UNIFORMS 
Equipment 

1. Equipment and uniforms represent a large investment on the part of PISD and it 
is everyone’s responsibility to ensure they receive proper care. 

2. Instruments, equipment, and uniforms will be issued to individual students who 
are expected to care for them as if they were their own. 

3. District-owned instruments are to be properly cased and stored when not in use. 
4.  Anyone who damages equipment through carelessness or neglect will be 

required to pay for its repair. 

Formal Concert Attire 
This year due to COVID-19, students will not be issued a formal concert uniform.  Instead 
they will receive a black polo with the RHHS orchestra logo embroidered in the upper left 
corner of the shirt.  The cost of this polo is included in the RHHS orchestra fee.  Below is a 
list of what students should wear for formal concerts: 
 

● Face mask or proper face covering that doesn’t interfere with playing per PISD 
COVID-19 protocol. 

● RHHS orchestra polo (included in orchestra fee) 
❏ Due to the ladies cut of the polo, you do not need to tuck in your shirt 
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❏ Gentlemen will tuck in their shirt for the performance 
● Black dress slacks (no jeans, yoga pants, or jeggings) 

❏ Ladies may wear a long ankle length black skirt. 
● Black dress shoes (no flip flops, Toms, or athletic shoes) 

❏ Gentlemen will need to wear long black socks with their shoes 
❏ Ladies socks are optional depending on the type of shoes you choose 

● Black belt (preferred but not required) 
 
Informal Concert Attire 

● 2020 RHHS orchestra t-shirt (included in orchestra fee) 
● Long blue jeans following PISD dress code 
● Any shoe (no sandals or flip flops) 

 
Note About Concerts During the 2020-2021 School Year 

 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions and safety protocols, concerts will be different.  Some of 

these differences may include but are not limited to: 
 

● Bigger spacing between students on stage 
● Longer times between different group performances 
● No indoor audiences, instead the performance will be streamed 
● Outside performance options 

 
Online Learners 

 
Online learners will be synchronous with their orchestra class.  The expectations and 
grading policies outlined in this handbook are for both online and in-person learners. 
Below are the two options for online learners for after school rehearsals, dress 
rehearsals and concerts: 
 
Attending concerts in person Not attending concerts in person 
-attend after school rehearsals in person -attend after school rehearsals online 
-attend dress rehearsal in person -attend dress rehearsal online 
-attend the concert in person -attend the concert online 
-wear proper concert dress for the concert -wear the proper concert dress 

 
 

SUPPLIES & FEES 
SUPPLIES:   

1. Strings  
(If the strings on your instrument have not been changed in over a year, now is 
the time to do so as they can go false (broken in sound).  The thinner the string, 
such as an E string on the violin, the less time it lasts.  The thicker the string the 
longer it will last.) 

2. Black 1 or 2” binder and dividers  
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3. Shoulder rest-violin/viola  
4. Clip on tuner (a phone app is allowed for upper strings) 
5. Instrument case tag with student name and school 
6. Rock stop or endpin strap - cello/bass 
7. Bass stool (home)  
8. Rosin  
9. Cloth to wipe off instrument after use  
10. Pencil  
11. Folding Music Stand  
12. Mute  
13. Metronome  
14. Fingernail clippers 

FESTIVAL AND COMPETITION FEES 

● There may be a cost to enter contests that have not been included in your 
orchestra fee.  We will discuss these opportunities as they become available. 

FUND-RAISING 
In order to fund local orchestra events, end of school trips, and large social activities, the 
booster club and volunteer orchestra parents will organize fundraising activities for the 
students.  It is orchestra policy that all students are encouraged to participate in some 
manner in the fund-raisers.   Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the RHHS may explore 
different types of fundraising opportunities that don’t involve contact. 

DISCIPLINE POLICY 
The Rock Hill HS Orchestra will expect all orchestra members to adhere to the rules & 
regulations outlined by Rock Hill High School and the PISD. 

ORCHESTRA LOCKERS  
All students will be assigned a locker (if space allows) and a district provided 
combination lock to safely store his/her instrument. This year, the district will purchase 
locks for each student locker when the budget opens in mid-september.  Until then, 
students may bring their personal lock to secure their instruments.   

BOOSTER CLUB & PARENT VOLUNTEERS 
The Rock Hill Orchestra would not be a success without the help of its booster club and 
parent volunteers.  Every year, parents are asked to help in several ways and we are 
asking for that same support this year.  We will have a REQUIRED student/parent 
meeting on Thursday, August 27th at 6:30 PM, where we will share ways for parents to 
get involved and become a member of the Prosper Orchestra Booster Club.  The POBC 
will be serving PHS & RHHS families this year. 
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